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Stéphane Destaing, CEO of Laboratoire CEVIDRA.

Picked by the French Radioprotection and Nuclear Safety Institute 
(IRSN)  to produce and commercialise their patent, Laboratoire Cevidra 
is about to launch the first cream designed to treat radioactive cutaneous 
contaminations.  

The goal was to find an effective alternative to the current recommended treatment in cases of 
radioactive cutaneous contamination, which is simply to rinse the contaminated area with soap or 
detergent. After research began in 2009 with a 1 million euro investment financed in part by the 
DGA, the team in the radiochemical laboratory at the Radioprotection and Nuclear Safety 
Institute (IRSN) identified a molecule, calixarene, which could provide a solution to their 
problem and which was subsequently patented. To take things to the industrial level, “the IRSN 
needed a French laboratory which had expertise in handling afflictions with limited existing 
treatment options. We were chosen and we signed a worldwide exclusive license agreement in 
September 2016,” explains Cevidra’s CEO Stéphane Destaing. The French Riviera-based 
laboratory then worked with IRSN teams to find the correct formulation, confirm the feasibility 
of the molecule on an industrial scale and finally launch production.  

After several months of development, the new medical device became available. It appeared as a 
tube of single-usage cream whose active ingredient, calixarene, uses chemical bonds to bloc 
toxic elements from penetrating the skin and subsequently making their way to the vital organs. 
These toxic elements are then washed away during the required post-application rinsing. “This 
dermatological nanoemulsion also has the advantage of being able to access difficult-to-reach 



areas such as skin folds or the scalp” explains Stéphane Destaing. Called “Cevidra Cream”, this 
new product will be first be unveiled at the World Nuclear Exhibition in Paris from the 26th to 
the 28th of June, before being launched on the global market. It is currently aimed at the civil 
nuclear industry but will soon extend to the military sector.  

Les Échos was the first daily French financial newspaper and has been running since 1908. It 
has since expanded to cover such topics as innovations in science, technology, green growth, 
medicine and health, marketing and advertising, management, education, strategy, law and 
finance and is one of the best-selling and most distributed newspapers in France today.  


